
Kari Whitley

Scout Horticultural Consulting



Nursery Native 
Plants/
Total Plants

Percent 
Native
Plants

# of    
Exotic 
Invasive 
Plants 

LCN 14/87 16% 4

CNF 13/56 23% 7

SGP 30/76 39% 3

WWN 24/54 44% 3

BEN 73/84 87% 3

BWN 37/112 33% 11

ST 15/31 48% 2

North American Exotic Invasive Species List, Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health



 3500 exotic species have 
escaped cultivation in 
the United States

 10 percent of those 
species are highly 
invasive

 Half of these species 
were introduced for 
horticulture



1. Not aware of invasive potential

2. Consumer demand

3. Uniformity in the nursery and landscape

4. Familiar

5. Hardy; can thrive in most landscape soils and sites

6. Fast-growing

7. Easy to propagate



At least 102 Commonly Sold 
Nursery Plants are on the List of 
Exotic Invasive Plant Species



 Bred for uniformity, large 
flowers, compact size, pest 
resistance

 Must be able to thrive in an 
artificial environment

 Must mature quickly

 Must be able to withstand 
shipping and transplant



?



Akebia quinata

Clematis ternifolia

Euonymus fortunei

Hedera helix

Vinca major 

Vinca minor

Berberis thunbergii

Elaeagnus pungens

Euonymus alatus

Lantana camera

Ligustrum japonicum

Ligustrum lucidum

Ligustrum sinense

Pinus thunbergiana

Lonicera fragrantissima

Mahonia bealei

Nandina domestica

Phyllostachys aurea

Spiraea japonica

Koelreutaria elegans

Paulownia tomentosa

Poncirus trifoliata

Pyrus calleryana

Quercus acutissima

Cyperus involucratus

Miscanthus sinensis

Ajuga reptans

Foeniculum vulgare

Iris pseudacorus

Liriope muscari

Nepeta cataria

Xanthosoma sagittifolium

*Miller, J.H., E.B. Chambliss and C.T. Bargeron





 Published the voluntary 

Codes of Conduct for the Nursery 
Industry

 Advocated that our industry:

-Develop & Introduce Sterile Forms of 

Invasive Species

-Select & Market Native Plants with 

Improved Characteristics

-Aggressively Promote Alternatives to 

Invasive Plants



“Breaking this cycle of 
supply and demand for 
invasive plants can be 
done creatively without 
hurting your business.” 



 Only Wisteria sold by 

most nurseries

 Flowers on new growth



 2004 Theodore Klein 

Plant Award Winner

 Narrow pyramidal 

growth habit

 Suitable for some urban 

landscapes



 Attracts birds to the 

garden

 Evergreen with salt 

tolerance

 Weeping habit 





 Great for use in marshy 
areas and in ditches

 Native coastal grass

 Gaining popularity with 
landscapers and 
architects



 Wildly popular

 Easy to grow

 At some nurseries, the 
number one seller



 Very cold hardy

 Readily available in 
nursery trade

 Sun or shade



 Cooperative partnership 
between the National Wildlife 
Federation, North Creek 
Nurseries and Prides Corner 
Farms

 Marketing a selection of plants 
native to the Northeastern US

 Grouped into 4 categories – bird, 
butterfly, dry shade and moist 
sun gardens

 Portion of each sale goes to the 
NWF



Monrovia introduces 

Dan Hinkley Collection

The first items in Monrovia's new Dan 
Hinkley collection will be available in 
early summer 2009. The collection 
has seven exclusive and semi-
exclusive varieties, including a frost-
hardy Abutilon, four fuchsia, a winter-
hardy Disporopsis and a red-leafed 
Mukdenia. Dan Hinkley is a renowned 
plant-hunter and founder of 
Heronswood Nursery. His 
collaboration with Monrovia 
focuses on exotic plants that 
do not possess the potential 
for bio-invasiveness.

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102502406734&e=001cnsMkpr3KXuX_TCPjHs7_BN6IMFd_sVrBol-_Bp7z9N6HgdDFRpkeGrxXlPBVuMOj3OovZgAvThM-QPEqovr9Hezq-oNE1GQh17WOg_oupLuq9jxsU-r58WWCVKJ0_E3c8vINOne2F-U6TSLXQ_aLhkHfBM8Ein6H8gDhu5leMw=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102502406734&e=001cnsMkpr3KXuX_TCPjHs7_BN6IMFd_sVrBol-_Bp7z9N6HgdDFRpkeGrxXlPBVuMOj3OovZgAvThM-QPEqovr9Hezq-oNE1GQh17WOg_oupLuq9jxsU-r58WWCVKJ0_E3c8vINOne2F-U6TSLXQ_aLhkHfBM8Ein6H8gDhu5leMw=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102502406734&e=001cnsMkpr3KXuX_TCPjHs7_BN6IMFd_sVrBol-_Bp7z9N6HgdDFRpkeGrxXlPBVuMOj3OovZgAvThM-QPEqovr9Hezq-oNE1GQh17WOg_oupLuq9jxsU-r58WWCVKJ0_E3c8vINOne2F-U6TSLXQ_aLhkHfBM8Ein6H8gDhu5leMw=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102502406734&e=001cnsMkpr3KXuX_TCPjHs7_BN6IMFd_sVrBol-_Bp7z9N6HgdDFRpkeGrxXlPBVuMOj3OovZgAvThM-QPEqovr9Hezq-oNE1GQh17WOg_oupLuq9jxsU-r58WWCVKJ0_E3c8vINOne2F-U6TSLXQ_aLhkHfBM8Ein6H8gDhu5leMw=


 SC-EPPC, board member

 SCNLA trade show: February 4, 2010 lecture

 Charleston Horticultural Society: March 8, 2010 lecture

 Promotion of non-invasive plants  and sustainable 
horticulture at  www.scouthort.blogspot.com


